
September19,2008

Oregon @Association
of Hospitals and Health Systems _

AndrewEpstein,MPH,CHES
SchoolPolicyManager
AmericanLungAssociationof Oregon
7420SWBridgeportRoad,Ste.200
Tigard,Oregon97224

DearMr. Epstein,

The OregonAssociationof HospitalsandHealthSystems(OAHHS)is pleasedto submitthis letterinsupportof the
OregonTobacco-FreeCollegeInitiative.

As the statewidenonprofitorganizationrepresentingOregonhospitals,healthsystems,andrelatedhealth
organizations,our missionis to enhanceandpromotecommunityhealthandcontinuallyimproveOregon'sinnovative
healthcare industry.Wehaveendorsedthe statewide.StepUp!"campaignin whichhospitalsacrossthe stateare
makingtheircampusestobacco-freeandleadingotherlocalbusinessesto curbtobaccouse.As partof this
leadership,we hopethatourmemberinstitutionswill beseenas modelsfor Oregoncollegesanduniversities
consideringsimilartobacco-freecampuspolicies.

In additionto the overarchingimmediatecommunityhealthbenefitof reducingstudentandemployeeexposureto
hazardoussecondhandsmoke,ourmembershaveseveralotherspecificinterestsin seeingcollegesbecome
tobacco-free,with benefitsincluding:

· A healthierenvironmentfornursesandotherhealthcareprofessionalsemployedbyourmember
organizationswhotakeclassesortrainingoncollegecampuses;

· Greatercompliancewithtobacco-freeworkplacepoliciesamongfutureemployees,asa resultofstudents
attendingconsistenttobacco-freeacademicenvironmentsfromK-12throughcollege;and

· Reductionintheratesoftobaccouseamonggraduatesofnursingandalliedhealthprograms(translatingto
increasedworkerproductivityandreducedemployeehealthcarecostsforourmemberswhowillhirethese
students).

Putsimply,tobacco-freecampuspolicieshelpcollegespreparetheirstudentsfor a workforcewhichis increasingly
tobacco-free.Thisis especiallyimportantforcommunitycolleges,whichall haveprogramstrainingthe next
generationof healthcareworkers.

We wouldliketo congratulateOregonHealth& ScienceUniversityand PortlandCommunityCollegeon theirearly
leadershipas academicinstitutionsin Oregongoingtobacco-free,andto encourageothersto do the same.We
wouldalso liketo suggestthathospitalsparticipatingin the StepUp!campaignmaybeexcellentresourcesto assist
with otherlocal initiativesfor tobacco-freecollegecampuses.Pleasefeel freeto contactmeif we canbeof
assistancein makingtheseconnections.

Best re~s,

~lI~W~
DianeWaldo,MBA,BSN,RN,CPHQ,CPHRM,LNCC
Directorof QualityandClinicalServices
OregonAssociationof Hospitalsand HealthSystems

4000 KruseWay Place,Bldg.2, Suite 100
lake Oswego,Oregon97035
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