Oregon Community College Students


[image: image1.jpg]1: AMERICAN

LUNG

ASSOCIATIONG®
of Oregon




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


  
   
          Contact:








           
    
          Andrew Epstein, 503-718-6147









   
          andrew@lungoregon.org 

Oregon College Health Association Encourages Campuses to Become Tobacco-Free 
Tigard, OR – October 22, 2007 – At its October 19th meeting, Oregon College Health Association members voted unanimously in support of the following statement:
“The Oregon College Health Association supports, promotes, and advocates for initiatives to create tobacco-free environments on campuses and encourages all Oregon colleges and universities to be diligent in their efforts to achieve a campus-wide tobacco-free environment.”

The Oregon College Health Association (OCHA) is a professional organization of student health services directors and staff at institutions of higher education throughout Oregon. 

“This is a wonderful statement from the Oregon College Health Association in support of tobacco-free campus policy,” said Andrew Epstein, School Policy Coordinator at the American Lung Association of Oregon (ALAO). “This affirms that students need more than good quality health services to keep them healthy; they also need an environment that supports healthy choices and is free of hazardous tobacco smoke.”
ALAO staff attended the OCHA meeting to present information about the Oregon Tobacco-Free College Initiative. Through this initiative, ALAO has been working closely with community colleges statewide exploring tobacco policy change. In September ALAO convened a meeting of public universities (PSU, OSU, and UO) to discuss campus tobacco policy. 
About the American Lung Association of Oregon 

The mission of the American Lung Association of Oregon is to prevent lung disease and promote lung health. Programs focus on the areas of asthma, tobacco prevention, clean air and lung disease. To learn more about the Oregon Tobacco-Free College Initiative, visit www.lungoregon.org/tobacco/college.html.
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