RETAINING PROPERTY RESALE VALUE

Article Provided by _<YOUR NAME HERE>_, Realtor®

We all know the importance of resale value.  One thing you may not have considered is the growing demand for “smokefree” homes and how that can affect your resale value.  Did you know that 91 percent of Oregonians do not allow smoking in their own homes
 (even 69 percent of those who smoke
)? 

For many, the smell of smoke (fresh or stale) can be as offensive as that of pet urine. The moment potential buyers walk into your home, they’ll detect the odor, and many may turn around at the front door and walk back out.  One Portland Realtor said, “For a nonsmoker, it's like walking into a place with a dirty toilet."  

Whether you smoke or not, make sure you do not allow smoking inside your home or garage.  This not only protects your home from damage, but more importantly, it protects you and your loved ones from the dangers of secondhand smoke.

When the time comes to sell your home, and you have not allowed smoking and there is no previous smoke damage, you are in good shape. If this is not the case, there are steps you can take to restore a smoke damaged home (one with burns, tar stains, strong odor), and increase your chances of a quick and profitable sale:

· Remove the carpet and pad. Check the sub-flooring for infiltration.  Remove and replace if necessary. 

· Clean - Use an enzyme cleaner such as “Unsmoke” for tobacco or fire smoke. To attack the odor after the area has been properly cleaned, you can use ozone machines and thermal foggers on affected areas.

· Seal and paint - Use a primer/sealer such as “Bins” or “Kilz” before painting, to eliminate tar stains and odors.
· Repair cigarette burns - Restore damaged countertops, woodwork, flooring, etc.  
If you’re considering selling your property, I can provide you with resource materials, do-it-yourself tips and, if necessary, refer you to appropriate contractors.  Working together, we can maximize your property in the marketplace.
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Information provided by Fair Housing Council of Oregon and Oregon Smokefree Housing Project, funded by the Tobacco Prevention & Education Program, Oregon Health Authority
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� http://public.health.oregon.gov/PreventionWellness/TobaccoPrevention/Documents/tobfacts.pdf


� http://www.smokefreehousinginfo.com/pdfs%20and%20other%20docs/Oregon%20Statewide%20Renter%20Survey%20-%202008%20-%20CDRI.pdf
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